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17     ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Founded in 1970, Alexandria Choral Society aspires to 
enhance the cultural life of the city of Alexandria by presenting 
diverse and engaging musical programs at the highest artistic 
level. Alexandria Choral Society ensembles consistently offer 
meaningful and exciting musical experiences to both singers 
and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, 
community outreach, and performance excellence.


Brian Fontaine-Isaac is honored to serve as 
the Artistic Director of the Alexandria Choral 
Society (Alexandria, Va.). He is also the Artistic 
Director of Encore Creativity for Older Adults 
(Annapolis, Md.), the nation’s largest nonprofit 
choral arts organization for older adults, and 
the Founder/Artistic Director of Church Circle 
Singers (Annapolis, Md.).


Mr. Fontaine-Isaac was most recently the Managing Director for 
Arts Laureate, a recording team which delivered over 1,500 
virtual performances across the country during the Covid-19 
pandemic. Previous appointments include: Artistic Director of 
the Williamsburg Choral Guild (Williamsburg, Va.), music faculty 
at Encore University, Interim Director of Choral Music at 
Thomas Nelson Community College (Hampton, Va.), adjunct 
music faculty at Tidewater Community College (Portsmouth, 
Va.) and Old Dominion University (Norfolk, Va.), Assistant 
Conductor with the Washington Master Chorale (Washington, 
D.C.), and Director of Choirs at Damascus High School 
(Damascus, Md.).


Mr. Fontaine-Isaac’s ensembles have commissioned and 
premiered new works by composers such as Tawnie Olson, Lori 
Laitman, Christopher Hoh, Jonathan Kolm, and Ola Gjeilo. 
Reviews include: “perfectly brilliant” (composer Dr. William 
Averitt, Shenandoah Conservatory) and having “fine balance” 
and “delivering sounds that ranged from sensitively soft to 
knock your socks off soaring” (The Virginia Gazette).


Mr. Fontaine-Isaac holds a Master of Music in music education 
from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins 
University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Old 
Dominion University. A former Marine, Mr. Fontaine-Isaac also 
holds a Bachelor of Science in English from the United States 
Naval Academy.



18     ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Thomas Pandolf began his music career 
early on at The Juilliard School (BM & MM) 
where the young prodigy caught the 
influential ears of Vladimir Horowitz, who 
would become his mentor, and legendary 
composer Morton Gould. Since then he has 
been an audience favorite, selling out the 
world’s most prestigious stages, including 

Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall, Strathmore, The Kennedy 
Center, Kiev Opera House, Bucharest’s Romanian Athenaeum, 
London’s Cadogan Hall, and many others. In addition to being 
hailed as one of the greatest interpreters of Polish masters such 
as Chopin and Paderewski, this versatile pianist has received 
accolades from everything from Bach to Gershwin, with Morton 
Gould saying, “It’s the finest performance of Gershwin I have 
heard since the composer himself.” His original and virtuosic 
transcriptions of works such as West Side Story and The 
Phantom of the Opera are one-of-a-kind, jaw-dropping, and 
dramatic encores that keep audiences of all ages returning to 
his performances again and again. Maestro Pandolfi is a 
Steinway Artist and when he is not on tour resides in Northern 
Virginia.


Erin Tennyson was born and raised in St. 
Mary’s County, Md. She graduated from 
Leonardtown High School in 2004, then 
received her Bachelor’s degree in Music 
Education with a concentration in piano from 
Lebanon Valley College. After graduation, 
Er in worked at Benjamin Banneker 
Elementary School from 2008–12, teaching 

K–5 general music and chorus. While working, she earned her 
Masters degree in Leadership in Teaching from the College of 
Notre Dame in Baltimore. Erin is now the Music Director at 
Lexington Park United Methodist Church. She also 
accompanies St. Maries Chorale, St. Maries Musica, the 
Southern Maryland Encore choir, and many schools and 
colleges in the area. Erin is very grateful for the support of her 
husband Tim and her four beautiful children, Claire, Will, Belle, 
and Hope.









22     SUPPORT


SUPPORT ACS WITH A DONATION TODAY!

ALEXANDRIACHORALSOCIETY.ORG/SUPPORT


The Alexandria Choral Society thanks you for your 
generous support!


This listing recognizes donations made through March 1, 2023.


If your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed,

please advise us at AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com.

The Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its appreciation

to the following persons and organizations:

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church          Mimi Stevens


Our season is supported in part by the City of Alexandria,

the Virginia Commission for the Arts,


the National Endowment for the Arts, and

The Ross Roberts Fund for the Arts at


the Community Foundation for Northern Virginia.





November 20, 2022 at Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
 Opera Afternoon with Frank Conlon and Partners for the Arts

February 12, 2023 at Capital One Hall 
 Amadeus Concerts at The Vault at Capital One Hall

March 12, 2023 at Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
 Peabody Premieres

April 16, 2023 at Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
 Amadeus guest artist to be announced

May 14, 2023 at Saint Luke Catholic Church 
 Amadeus Orchestra with Northern Virginia Music Teachers Association Prizewinners

 ¡ Celebrating 41 years of professional classical music in McLean/Great Falls
 ¡ Accessible venues, warm hospitality
 ¡ Complimentary pre-concert talks and meet-the-artists receptions
 ¡ Students 17 & under and Active Duty Military FREE

A. Scott Wood, conductor
703.759.5334  •  www.amadeusconcerts.com 

Mention this ad and receive one free ticket

To buy season subscriptions or individual tickets  
visit www.amadeusconcerts.com

Our 2022–2023 Season
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